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Dear Alastair, 
 
Re. EU’s Horizon 2020 Programme 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Education and Skills Committee following consideration 
of a paper presented by our EU Reporter, Gillian Martin MSP, on Horizon 2020 
funding. 
 
In her paper, Ms Martin outlined the importance of this programme to Scotland and 
the success our higher education institutes and research centres have had in past in 
securing funding for cross-border research and innovation projects. According to 
figures we have obtained from SPICe, up until September 2017, Scotland was 
successful in gaining a share of around 10.1% of all UK-based participants and an 
11% share of the funding allocated to the UK (or some €438 million). 
 
Her paper also alerted us to the next deadline for funding applications to the 
programme; namely December 2018. We were therefore concerned as a Committee 
to read the recent comments from the European Commissioner for Science and 
Innovation that, under a “no deal” scenario for Brexit (i.e. the UK leaves the EU with 
no agreement on future co-operation in this programme or indeed any deal on the 
UK’s future relationship with the EU27), UK researchers on European projects “will 
cease to be eligible to receive EU funding… or be required to leave the project”. 
 
The Committee agreed to write to Universities Scotland in the first instance for your 
thoughts on this matter with a view to raising our concerns on a cross-party basis to 
both the UK and Scottish governments. 
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I would be grateful therefore for any views you have on the issues raised above. 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
JAMES DORNAN MSP 
CONVENER 


